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12

The House of Saud fought the religious regimes that emerged
after the Arab Spring. They allocated a huge budget to
overthrow the Muslim Brotherhood rule in Egypt in order to
preventthe emergence of amodelof Islamicrulethatcompetes
with and undermines the legitimacy of the Saudi regime. But
there appeared from within the Wahhabi arena people who
carry a competing project and who have inflammatory ideas,
religious justifications, military and human power that make
them a potential alternative in a divided environment. This
was revealed by the calls made by young people on social
networking sites to the Prince of the Faithful of the Islamic
State to come to the Hijaz and liberate Mecca from the House
of Saud.

EVENTUALLY, Dai’sh appears to have touched the hidden nerve
in the Sunni community as a whole, namely the dream of the
return to the reign of the caliphate, which it claimed that it will
fulfill. Such claims undermine the legitimacy of the Saudi rule,
and at the same time it bestows more credibility on Dai’sh.
Although, to replace the Saudi rule is not an easy task as there
are geopolitical factors regionally and internationally involved
in such a game, the growing popularity of Dai’sh in the Islamic
world makes it a main player in the regional politics. More
importantly Dai’sh could represent a real threat to the future
of the Saudi rule.



A lot of people close to the Saudi regime rejoiced over ISIS’
control of Mosul and its expansion into other Iragi provinces.
Some of them went as far as to describe ISIS’ fighters as
“revolutionaries” and to consider what ISIS did as a “liberation
movement”. Suddenly, however, the public mood changed
dramatically once IS was announced and there was talk of its
expansion into the south where the Arabian Peninsula is.

The Saudi authorities were surprised by the level of support
for IS among the popular Wahhabi base, to the extent that
electronic campaigns were simultaneously launched that
praised the State and pledged allegiance to its leader Abu
Bakr al-Baghdadi.

Saudi Arabia discovered that there is an ISIS society dwelling
in the midst of the Wahhabi society that it thought it had
managed and controlled. The House of Saud noted that a
Wahhabi resurgence was launched from outside the border
this time and it represents the biggest and most dangerous
threat faced by the Saudi regime since its inception.

The danger of IS stems from the fact that it embraces the same
doctrinal claims and it preaches the same religious teachings
formulated by the founder Mohammad ibn Abdel Wahhab. In
addition, it carries within its folds a promise delayed for two
centuries, namely, establishing an Islamic state and succeeding
at a time when the clerics of Wahhabism and the lkhwan, the
Juhayman movement, the Awakening clerics, al-Qaeda in the
Arabian Peninsula and other individual and collective efforts
failed.

11
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enough to uncover a doctrinal truth about Baghdadi and his
followers. The mere fact of calling for migration means that
there is a land of polytheists that one should migrate from to
another place like the Prophet’s migration from Mecca to the
Medina. For migration to be obligatory means that religious
legitimacy is restricted to the geographical scope of the IS
governed by Baghdadi. Here, we recall Sheikh Mohammed
ibn Abdel Wahhab'’s experience when he moved from al-
Ayinah to al-Dariah in the center of Najd and called on his
supporters to emigrate to al-Dariah considering it the home
of Islam and emigration to it therefore obligatory. Everywhere
else automatically becomes the home of disbelief.

Saudi Arabia within the target range of Dai’sh

Saudi Arabia became part of a group of countries — that
includes Jordan, the countries of North Africa, Nigeria,
Pakistan and Yemen — nominated to fall within the scope
of savagery. They have geographical depth and the kind of
topography that allows the establishment of areas governed
by the management of savagery. In addition to factors like a
weak ruling regime, weak military presence in remote areas, a
promising Jihadi Islamist presence, the nature of the peoplein
these areas and the ubiquitous presence of weapons among
people. (A. Naji, The Way of Empowerment, ibid pp.89-).

It is important to point out that the stage of managing
savagery paves the way for the stage of empowerment.
Including Saudi Arabia within the strategy of change means
that ISIS is preparing to fulfill the deferred Wahhabi promise
of establishing the caliphate.



al-Baghdadi, in the context of outlining the gains of the state’s
mujahideen four years after its birth. He said: “In a record
period, a generation of young men were trained based on the
forgotten doctrine of loyalty and disavowal.” This doctrine can
not be implemented except in the presence of a group. The
justification is that “the group is the practical embodiment of
the reality of loyalty and disavowal in Islam. The association
of believers with one group after their association with
monotheism embodies this faith in real life.” The Islamic state
then is a proselytizing state that has nothing to do with the
concept of the state as we know it.

In light of this hyper ideologization of the state, we encounter
the pure Wahhabi vision devised by Mohammed ibn Abdel
Wahhab, as he established a religious principality to serve as
a basis to launch the Islamic caliphate built on monotheism,
loyalty, disavowal, exile and jihad.

There is a great deal of significance in the call that IS leader
Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi made in his sermon at the Great
Mosque in Mosul on 4th July 2014 to all Muslims to join the
IS and emigrate to it: “O Muslims everywhere, whoever is
capable of performing migration (hijrah) to the Islamic State,
then let him do so, because emigration to the land of Islam is
obligatory... So rush, O Muslims, with your religion to God as
emigrants (muhajirin).”

The mere fact of calling for migration means that there is a
land of polytheists that one should migrate from to another
place like the Prophet’s migration from Mecca to the Medina.
The phrase “migration to the land of Islam is obligatory..” is



The establishment of an Islamic state according to the
Wahhabi doctrinal vision represents a serious threat to Saudi
Arabia that seeks to undermine any internationalist project
that might reach within its borders. As a matter of fact, ISIS is
the operational alternative to the al-Qaeda network, which is
losing its branches in favor of the Islamic State. The latter is no
longer restricted to Iraq and Syria but is rather geographically
open. Every place that falls under its control becomes part of
its sovereignty.

Abu Mohammed al-Adanani gives a special definition of the
state saying: “The Islamic state did not exist in the past or in
modern times except to achieve this goal, namely, prompting
all people to become monotheists and appealing to God’s law
for adjudication in order to become one nation...”

In other words the Islamic State is a state of war. It derives its
existence and legitimacy from an ideology of conquest, that
is, in conflict with other countries. With feud and hostility
between them, the Islamic State wants to rule by the sword
to implement Islamic law.

That is why we notice how the project of IS developed from
being only for Iraq, and specifically for the Sunnis of Irag, when
the Islamic State of Iraq was declared in October 2006. Then
it expanded to include Iraq and Syria (ISIS) in April 9, 2013 and
finally it became an Islamic caliphate, which is geographically
open, adopting the name the Islamic State in June 29, 2014.

To understand the IS’ goals, we must go back to the speech
of the previous leader of the Islamic State in Iraq, Abu Omar



monotheism and jihad...” (Abi Bakr Naji, Management of
Savagery, a series of articles in the jurisprudence of change,
the first part of the series The Masterpiece of the Monotheists
on the Way to Empowerment, The Center of Islamic Studies
and Research, p. 47).

In the end, the strategy of jihadi salafism is based on a
doctrinal vision and this is reflected in its conception of the
battle. “Our battle is a battle of monotheism against disbelief
and faith against polytheism. It is not an economic, political or
social battle...” (A. Naji, Management of Savagery, ibid P. 112).

Abi Bakr Naji draws an idealistic image of the obligations of the
management of savagery including, establishing Islamic courts
among those living in the areas of savagery and disseminating
the science of Islamic jurisprudence and worldly knowledge.
The characteristics of the stage of savagery are similar to the
characteristics of the religious principality that Mohammad
ibn Abdel Wahhab established in al-Dariah, in the center of
Najd, when he implemented his stringent religious vision in
managing people’s affairs, enforcing Islamic law, establishing
prescribed punishment (hadd) and collecting money from
almsgiving and spoils.

Therein lies the danger for Saudi Arabia that represents
Wahhabism, the ideology that legitimizes it, as ISIS adopts
a global project that Wahhabism tried to achieve from the
mid-eighteenth century until the end of the 1930s. It was,
however, abolished because Abdelaziz al-Saud succumbed to
the rules of the international system at the time.
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and prohibit its ways...,” “whoever utters the two testimonies,
shows us Islam and does not commit one of the nullifiers of
Islam, we will treat him as a Muslim...,” “there are two kinds
of disbelief, major and minor” and “the need to resort to the
law of God through seeking adjudication in the Islamic courts
of the Islamic state and to look for them if we do not know of
them because resorting to the idolatry of secular laws, tribal
adjudication and so on is one of the nullifiers of Islam...”

The last point seems clear in that whoever seeks arbitration
in courts other than those of the Islamic state commits one
of the nullifiers of Islam and therefore becomes a disbeliever.
That means that the overwhelming majority of Muslims are
disbelievers because they seek adjudication in spaces other
than an Islamic state’s courts.

In conclusion, ISIS, based on the aforementioned information,
is one of the most indulgent takfiri groups in issuing
declarations of disbelief. So much so, that you barely find a
Muslim outside of ISIS. This represents a faithful commitment
to the early Wahhabi vision.

From savagery to empowerment

Al-Qaeda and ISIS’ theorists formulate a comprehensive
strategy for change that consists of three stages. They are
vexation and exhaustion, savagery and empowerment
(establishing the state). The savagery stage includes many
tasks such as boosting the state of faith to attract people
to the ranks of the workers “by sending a messenger from
the organization to the administration in charge of adjacent
areas to call on them to pledge allegiance to the people of



Dai’sh’s project is nothing more than reviving the Wahhabism
of the founding generation and this worries the House of
Saud because, this time, reviving the genuine version of
Wahhabism comes from outside the Saudi state and undercuts
its legitimacy.

Like all Salafi-Wahhabi organizations, declaring the other a
disbeliever, whether he is Muslim or a Person of the Book, has
become a well-established feature of ISIS’ doctrine. Simply
put, that is because the rigid characteristics expected in a
Muslim person, according to the vision presented by these
organizations, apply only to the adherents of Wahhabism.
Interestingly, ISIS’ leadership adhered to Mohammed ibn
Abdel Wahhab'’s logic when it accused him of being too
indulgent in declaring transgressors disbelievers. Abu Omar
al-Baghdadi says about the state’s ideology in his speech on
March 13, 2007 entitled, “Say | am Aware of the Lord”: “People
have thrown many lies at us that have no basis in our faith.
They claimed that we declare ordinary Muslims disbelievers
and consider their blood and money permissible for us.”

When he denied the accusation, Baghdadi first resorted to
Mohammed ibn Abdel Wahhab's teachings in declaring the
other a disbeliever but in an indirect way. When we go back to
the works of Wahhabism on disbelief, we find that Baghdadi
is nothing more than an emulator who repeats Wahhabi
arguments about the issue.

The principles of the state as defined by Abu Omar al-Baghdadi
are almost literally copied from Wahhabi sources such as “the
need to demolish and remove all manifestations of polytheism



clearly showed that the revival of the authentic version of
Wahhabism was the central aim of the group. In November
1979 dozens, led by Juhaiman, seized the Holy Mosque in
Mecca after the dawn prayer, while pilgrims departed Mecca
after performing the Hajj. The Juhaiman’s movement inspired
by the Wahhabi teachings and the doctrine of Mahdi, the
person bestowed with salvation of human kind on earth called
for allegiance to the proclaimed Mahdi Muhammad Abdullah
Al-Qahtani. However, Al-Qahtani was killed inside the Mosque
during the early stage of the siege, whereas other members
were killed or arrested after a special task force stormed the
Mosque.

Another attempt of the re-Wahhabization of the Saudi state
took place in the 1990s by the so called the Sahwa (Awakening)
trend, which constitutes of Wahhabi clerics from the second
layer of religious hierarchy, followed by the emergence of
Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula which held the aborted
ambitions of the previous movements. Nevertheless, the
aforementioned attempts had failed to meet the criteria
designed by authentic Wahhabism due either to the
dismantling of groups or the erosion of their ideas.

Dai'sh, unlike previous attempts, formed a revival and
expanding movement in the Wahhabi realm. As such, it could
be argued that Dai’sh is the most dangerous challenge ever to
the Saudi legitimacy and existence. This is not only due to the
fact that Dai'sh adopts the Wahhabi sect, but also because it
appeals to a large segment of the Wahhabi believers inside
the Saudi kingdom.



Historically speaking, Wahhabismis considered the underlining
ideology of the Saudi state. However, the latter appears to
have been attempting to modify the tone, orientation and
objectives of Wahhabism in the aftermath of the foundation
of the Saudi state.

Throughout the past century (1919 —now) the Saudi state
saw challenges from within due to the disruption of the
relationship between religion and politics. For instance,
lkhwan, the ideological army of lbn Saud, the founder of
the modern Saudi state, had imbibed the genuine Wahhabi
teachings, which are the behind the rise of the Saudi state.
However, the army turned into a challenge to the Saudi rule,
as lkhwan (believers) insist to validate the doctrines of Takfir,
Hijra, and Jihad. Ibn Saud called the Wahhabi clerics (Shaikhs)
to interfere in order to reformulate the doctrines with the aim
of reinforcing the authority of the state. As Wahhabi Shaikhs
failed to persuade the lkhwan to relinquish their convictions,
Ibn Saud decided to declare war against his army. In 1929 a
battle called (Isbelah) broke out which led to the defeat of
Ikhwan and the arrest of their injured leaders, Faisal al-Dwaish
and Sultan b. Ibjad.

Successive attempts throughout the Saudi modern history
were made to accomplish the aim of reviving the genuine
Wahhabi teachings. In the 1970’s, a group inspired by
the Ikhwan called (al-Jama’a al-Salafiyya al-Muhtasiba), a
voluntary Salafi Group came into being. Although, it did not
reveal its main objectives as it maintained a low profile in the
early stage, the pamphlets of of its leader, Juhaiman al-Otaibi,



In attempting to historically contextualize the Islamic State
in lraq and Syria, ISIS (Da’ish), this book aims to trace the
developments of Wahhabism since mid 1700. The historical
alliance between prince Muhammed b. Saud (the founder of
Al-Saud dynasty) and Shaikh Muhammad b. Abdulwahhab
(the founder of Wahhabism) was based on a power-sharing
arrangement between the cleric and the prince that was
supposed to monopolize Sunni political representation and
prevent the emergence of any other competing entity within
the general Islamic public sphere.

This alliance between the prince and the cleric launches the
basis of a religious state in light of the teachings formulated
by Shaikh Muhammed b. Abdulwahhab. Such teachings
became the guiding star for a wide spectrum of Salafi groups
throughout the Islamic world in the last three decades.

Da’ish, beingaSalafi-Wahhabigroup, representsthe postponed
dream of the pure Wahhabism, as it failed to fulfill its ultimate
goal through the trilogy of (Takfir), excommunication, (Hijra)
migration and, (Jihad). By far, it could be argued that the rise
of the Saudi-Wahhabi state is attributed to the devotion of
believers to these pillars.

The Saudi —Wahhabi alliance founded in 1744 was based
on the collaboration between four parties: Prince, Cleric,
Ideology, and believers. The harmony between these parties
is pivotal for the success and continuity of the Saudi-Wahhabi
state. On the contrary, the fracture of the relationship could
lead to deep division within the Saudi-Wahhabi realm.



Dai’sh (ISIS)

From Najdi to Baghdadi

Nostalgia of Caliphate
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